Psychosocial needs of patients with cancer in the primary care setting.
The diagnosis of cancer exacts an emotional toll on patients and their family members, necessitating attention to psychosocial factors by primary care providers. This article describes the usual course of emotional reactions to cancer, high-risk times for emotional vulnerability, and the role of the primary care provider in assessment, treatment, and referral. Additionally, the unique challenges of cancer survivorship are described, along with resources for patients seeking additional information about medical and psychosocial issues.